[Late phase II clinical study of KW-2307 in previously untreated patients with non-small cell lung cancer. KW-2307 Study Group (Lung Cancer Group)].
A late Phase II clinical study of KW-2307, a new vinca alkaloid derivative, in previously untreated patients with non-small cell lung cancer was jointly carried out in 26 medical institutions. Of 80 enrolled cases, 75 cases were eligible, and PR was attained in 23 cases (30.7%). The main adverse effect of this drug, leukopenia (neutropenia), was observed in 62.7% (83.3%) of Grade 3 and 4 cases, but they recovered rapidly. In addition to decreased hemoglobin in 67% (Grade 3 in 5.7%) of the cases, adverse effects included slight disorder of hepatic function, anorexia, nausea and vomiting, fever, general fatigue, phlebitis, paresthesia and interstitial pneumonia. Peripheral neuropathy such as paresthesia occurred rarely and was slight, if any.